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We Get Better Every Year”



OH, what a nighi on

September 11, 1990, was indeed an
ewening to remember — the 45th
Anniversary of the founding of the
M.C. Gill Corporation, nee Peerless
Plastics Products, [ne,!

The Preparation Begins. Cnthe
morning of the gy before, the rans-
Errmnation of the party site, Budlding
2's parking lot, began with the ar
rival of a crew to consruct the band
stands, Work on the parking area
continued through the day and
really began ineamest the moming
of the party. By 4:00 pum, the area
had undergone a ransformation
that bosdered on the miraculous.
Cars had been replaced by a recep
tien table, 4 sea of red and white
chevored dinmer hles e 300 per-
sons, tavay buffet statkons, three hoes
d'rseuvres islands, tweo hars, an area
set aside bor souvenir photos, and
the aborementioned bandstands.

The Weather was Perfect, Fven
the: weather cooperated, althoagh
in Scmtkem Califormida i |_|:~'-1_|;||'|:.'
e, Thae dlay dlammed hot and -:_||:':.'
bur by evening the empersiure
haid conled ard a gentle breeze wis
blowing, making for a most com
fortable clime

Let the Festivitles Begin. At 5:00
p.m., right on schedule, our guests
sirted] arriving. They were grocted
by a host of MO, GIll employees
andd, of course, MG, himself, $he |I'I:|:.'
I_]'u.'1|:';|1'r{-|_ I_|||_' gl_lq:hl.ﬂ 'L‘.-'l:-l_l|-:_| b
entermainad bva strolling magician,
stopping an each table 1o mesmerize
and armacze; and by Ray Linn and his

Easy Street!

Chicago Swompers, performing
Chicago-style jaxe music as he had
done at the 30th, 35th, and 40th
Anriiversary parties.

Les Brown and His Band of
Renown. At 6:30 p.m. came the
moment many of our guests had
heen waiting for—the beginning
of the first set of musical numbers
by none ather than Les Bromm and
his Bamdl of Renown, who saouald
pertorm throughout the evening
for our listening and dancing
pleasure. We even had a guest
singer — Cathryn “5is” Burk, a
frieod of M.Cs who flew in from
Sattbe just oy watend the party aod
perfomm o fow numbers with Les
Broswm aned Bay Linn.

Food, Food, Food. Dinner was
sepved at T:00 [ el A ALV
tucs feast i weas, W dined on doed
Alaskan shrimp;, gourmmet plzza and
paata; Blickened steak; Califomia

stvle grilled swordfish and chicken;
and nouvelle sausage. The mel
was loppexd offwith a dessen buffe
that festured fudge cakes, froi s,
cream  puffs, heownics, and hot
fudge sundaes — all lowe calorie, of
COdiTse !

Party, Party, Party. By now the
ety was in full swing, The dance
Moo was filled, comversation was
lively, and, as he has done w all
parties past, M.C was moving from
table o table greeting guests, rem-
iniscing, and just generally making
sure everyone wis cnjoying the
[Ty

[ntroductions and Presenta-
tions. During one of Les Booan's
intermissions we took the oppor
turtity tor introduce a table of MCs
longz-times homeatown fiencds and
schoolmates From Temil, Towa and
tws tables of MG, Gill emplovees,
cach of whom has been with the
COMparry in excess of sevemoeen
vears — mowe than 150 vears of
combined experience, Stephen,
Phil, angd MO emch wak a few
minutes 1o formally welcome and
thank the guests for coming; and
presentaticns of gifts wo MLC. were
macle by representtdves of LSC
Pepperdine Unbversity, and the El
Monte Chamber of Commcree, The
intermission concluded with a sur
prise presemtadon o MO of a
euesoan mupde rocking chair for his
use fnothe vears o come inowhich
he says he'll be aking it easler

hust hie's Been saving that since the
3uh Anmiversary pary. 5o G, no
hokdy's seen him wse the rocker
We'll probably have it dusted and
re-present it o him at the S0th

Such an Evening. We would bhe
remiss if we didn't acknowledge
the absence of a key membser and
one of the guiding forces that
helped shape and build this com-
pany, “Elen, we wish yon cowld
faive beer Here "B, i was 2 mem-
orable evening and the consensus
was that it was the best party vet. We
hope it was an evening that will be
lang remembered by our gucsts —
we knowy it will be at the M.C. Gill
Caupiaration!
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Hom elown R;'rsp ective

PART II
BY LAURIE RAHN

INTRODUCTION: The following pages clironicle Part If of M.C Gill—

A Hometown Perspective. Part 1in the Summer 1990 edition of the Doorweay told
oof MLECs early years in bis bometown of Tervil, fowa, and bis poerswit of higher
education, culminating with his graduation from the University of Southern

California, Part If picks up the story right dafter World War I, when M.C. weni into

business for bimself and founded Peerless Plastic Products, Tnc,

¢ ehe end of Woeld War 11, MLC. Gill was a pioneer in
Ahr_' Field of thermoset plastics. As Gill's son, Phil,
once said, he was also a man without a job.

In the minds of many people, the end of the war
eliminated the need for aimplanes, and therefore those
industrics that served aviation indusiry reguirements.
M.Cs emphover closed its doors soon after the peace
reaties were signed.

Unemployed, MO decidad it was time to put his vision
on the line, and in 1945, one month afiee V-] Day, Peerless
Flastic Products was bam

The hand-Jaid Taminate business went into operation
with little fanfare, locaed in a Montebello, Calikamia
garage. The company developed and marketed products
ranging from placemats, laminated kimpshades and wall
coverings, s cork ball and a balsa wood bat intended o
defend the windows of the world from misdivected
hasetalls,

Gill even managed o solicit the endossement of
haschald legend Rogers Homsby for his new game.
Unifortumately, the §2.50 ball and bat never made i o first
base in the marketplice,

WallGih, M.C's revolutionany wall covering, was simply
developed a few vears before its time,

The product involved a process which laminated
patterned cloth and paper with synthetic resins. The
resulting prowduct formed a very Aexible, washable, and
almast indestructible wall covering that coubd be installed
by the howmecmmer.

Dvick Bean recalls demonstration he and MO conducted
in a model home in 1945, The howse was hilled as the
“Past War House,” with all of the latest innovations and
designs of the day,



“We'd have the people write on the Wallah with
lipatick, then we'd sorub it off with a cleanser 1 think we
used the same panel for every demonstration. It was a
marvelous product, but perhaps it was just too cxpensive
ar the e, recalled Bean,

Accanding to M.C., he suffered mvo crushing disappaint
ments curing the early vears and Wallfab's lack of success
was the first. He honestly believed he had buile a better
mouseirap. By his own admission, he was new o the
realities af the business world and “green as grass” That
the wall covering industry didn't beawt a path 1w his
doorstep was a real blosy to his hopes and dreams. Tothis
ko wistiul ook comes over him and he just shakes his
head when he recounts the Wallfab saga.

A it e sl g el et

iz keep food on the table and a rool over their heads for
wife Ellen and their three children, MO accepted a day
job with Aeroder General. He even ook a lae aftemocn
jofa at a liguor store at ane dollar per hour to help support
his ¢clan.

Mo, M. Gill has not absays been on Easy Street, the
address his company leterhead now camies.

I 1950, MLC. discovered from a glass cloth supplicr that
Douglas Aircraft needed reinforced polvester laminares
widler than existing suppliers could prochsee. Ablaays
ready to accept 4 challenge, M.C. decided it was time 10
ouch the competition and he landed the contract,

Contracts completed and sitting with his initial imvest-
mernt money in hand, whar was the next siep? Tike the
money and run® Mo, With the decision in his hands, MG
decided v pant his profits back into the company. One
central philosophy has formed the foumdaion for all of
M.C. Gill's success: If you're willing to give 110 percent
effort, just 10 percent mwore than vour compelitons, it's
simple — vou'll come out a winnec

This wus the beginping of M.C's second major dis-
appointment. He felt secure in his ability to produce a
wicler laminate than his competitors. Butitdidn't occurto
hem that they might soon develop that capabdlity roo. 5o,

with the $70,000 crder from Douglas be thought he was
on his way. When the next oppomunity came, on a
$350,000 Douglas contract, Be bid it using the same
methodology he employved for his initial success.
Howvever, the comp=etitor by nos hag mastered the wide
sheet technobosy, underbid MAC. and won the contract
awsindl. 1nwees a bimer pill for dhe sl green MO But he was
learning and learming well,

Im fact, when Ted Thall, ploneer founder of Thaloo
[fiberglass cloth distribotor ) was asked ado among the
carly ploneers in plastics would succeed, be answered
without hesitation, "M.C. Gill. He makes the same dumb
mistakes everyone else does, but he leams from them and
docsn’t make them twice?”

Druring my trip, | had the pleasure of valking o a long list
of people who bave knome M.C. Gill from his childhood
cays o several who have krown him only a fewr months.

Pete Oricga went (o work for M.C. more than 36 years
e I've been here, in production, ever since]’ sos
Orega. " "Working for' is the wrong phrase, it was more
like Ssorking with' MLC Gill, M.C bas alwans been rghe
there with his employees, working every bit as hard as
they iy he comtinuead

Orrtega remembers the dayvs when all of the laminatdon
work was done by hand. “We used 1o make 19 sheets aday,
Then we'd cut them wp, paint them, bosd them inoa saton
wagon and ake them o Douglas. They used them for
cargo liner in DCA-Cs

I 1955, when the first press wias put into action, Or e
saicl MLC set a poal for their production. “He said, ‘1 vou
can make 25 sheets a day out of that press, Ul be happy!™

They did thar and more. Reflecting upan their sucoess,
Cirtegga said, “T never thought it would be this big!” When
he stamted, the company was housed in a 3,500 square foot
sheet metal building amd the Timimation was dome in a
2000 square foot quomnset hut; there were 8 to 10
employees; and annual sales were roughly $100,000,
Towkay, there are six buidings with about 175.000 sqpuare
feet under roof on seven-and-a-half acres; more than
220 emplovees, and annual sales of approximacely
F25.000, (080,



Jooe Vaabidew has besen 2 pant o the RLC, Gill Corporation
even longer than Omega, having joined the ranks six
mnthes carier im 1934,

"W ey o warm our lunches an wp of the curing
cvens, Valdez said of the early dovs,

Even in those days Vildez remembers the teamwaork
berween MO, Ellen, and the small group of treless
emplovees, “You almwat felr like Gamibe”

Todlay's philosophy at the M.C. Gill Corposarion 15 bl
upun the same foundation .. hard work in o famiby-like
atmosphere,

Wi were always, amd still are, trving to improve,” said
Valdez And improved they are. More than 15,000 squire
feet ancd almeoss 20 emplovees are deveted w a research
andl development laboratory, The lab's equipment s so
extensive that they can simulate all manuBclurcing
processes, albeit oo a zmaller scale. The Cruality Assurance
Department has @ staff of nine and their iesting equipment
i5 such that they can concuet vinually every test for overy
specificarion (in the product line ) that every aidine and
airframe manufacturer specification require.

“IF you'ne wying o develop a product and s no
wiarkinge o, voun'd sometimes just weant o guil. Bul o
Mr Gill He'd ke cn inying and, everstually, be'd make it
work’ Valdee cononued. In the micd olr's, MO |H';I§1I'I
stering the wonder of his company with his sons,
stephen and Phillip; “Steve”™ a business major and “Phil™a
Chemical enginde,

I it bard to work in a family-owned business?

“It's a tremendous opportunity” said Stephen, “You cin
st thee lowalty af vour family, but you have mwaork cven
hardesr 10 overcome the “hoss'sson’ attiode.”

ML Stephen and Phillip each work hasically in different
areas of the company. As president of the business,
stephen spends moch of his time in managerial activities,
Phillip has been an imporant cog in the laboratony;
developing, expanding and improving upon the com
pany's wide range of products

Hus it abways been easy being the sons of MC. Gill?

M necessarily

Phillip remembers the pericd from 19495 10 1953 being
the: toughest, “There was no money: He put it all back into
the husiness "

It became evident toM.C several vears ago that becawses
of his company’s growth, and in order w mainein that
o, it was necessary o bring in some key individuals
tox help in all phases of the company's operation,

M.C has assembled the following very competent and
talented management team. He neventheless maincains
an active role, plays an integral pan in the daye-ta-day
aperation of the company, and Insists on remaining inthe
decision-making loop,

Larry Russell was one ofthe first inthe nesw generton at
the M.C Gill Corporution, joining the safl a8 a clesman
nearly five-and-a-half years ago. Things really staned o
happen when Bob Browne joined the saff as controller
in September 1988, A month before, Hester Bester came
fromm South Africa vin Canacda wowork ilongside Ellen Gill
in the acoounting depantment.

Larry Tormlinson heads a new materials, storage, han
dling and contred proup, as well as an sxpanded pur-
chasing depanment.

Bruce Keeler's responsibilities mean beading the macket
ing department in new and exciting directions.

Thezse are just a Few of the key individuals MG Ellen,
Stephen, and Phillip have chosen to lead the corporation
it the 2151 century:

Herwr dios they see the Gill Bamiby? With unguestionable
respect and admirion.

“IF 1 ever had to choose a role model, it would be Ellen.
she was such a dynamic person;” said Bester of her
mientor, Ellen Gill, “They used (o come al eight — they
were never late —they'd stav until &:30 and then ake
work home!”

Maribel Gonzalez, whao started in 1981 also wworked
closely with Ellen Gill, “"Mrs, Gill was in charge of
everything. I think she was one of the smartest people I've
ever knomm’”

Crowvealez relaved anothier stony she had been ald aboan
Ellen’s entrance into the company. “She went into M
Gl s office amd found 40,000 worth of unpaid bills in his
desk drawer The checks had been written, but MG
couldn't mail them becanse Douglas was withholding a
pavment until MC reworked some parts that had been
rejected]. Needless w say, MLC, had some unhapgry crecli
toirs oo his hands

Bruce suanford is the plimt’s chief engineer. He is alsoan
admitted fan of M.C. Gill, “He has the knack wo challenge
v e wiork harder than amyone else and mnot mind i Like
any good leader” said Stanford, *he makes vouwant to do
things without even knowing why. And he never asks you
i1 oy something be wouldn or hasn't done himself”

Gill also bhas a special vision according 1o Stanfond,
“M.Cs abways thinking about 10 vears down the road.”

stanford feels very positive about the future af the M0
Crill Corporation. Bruce Kecler agrees, "He's inving oo put



a4 TEmm Ll.gl;-ll'lt;-:r I I'.l;-lp it grow 1 thie ness ]1];|I!u:|.|_|. Hi'y
looking to the future hut doesn't lose sight of woday”

As oy visit came 0 an end and the plane headed
shovward tosvangd Iow that May afterncaon, 1 was dred, but
exhilaravsd, I'd mlked w0 and met more people in aweek
than 've ever talked 1o before. 1'd been to USC dinner
parties with praduate students and entreprenears. 1'd
even gone o dinner with a college dean, University of
Southern Califomia faculty and school benelactors. But
primarily, I'd discovered a marvelous man,

MG Gill, through mo Bl of his osn, found himself
“stuck” with this midwesterner. He entenained me at
restaurants, sidewalk Mexican eatedes, hauled me 1w
university hooksiores, wowred college campuses, and
even took me to a downtorm shopping meall amd cappeed
the day offwith my fiest glimpse of the Pacific Ocean_ And
he was comforable in every sinution

MLC Gl has thar wencanny abiliny to make everyone, old
Frienids and strangers alike, 1w feel completely o home,
We looked through phaoto albums for hours, listened o
jaczee, el even had a few beers, And while Tean't spesk for
M.C, [ had fun. He =ill retains a spicit of adventure,
CIETIress sl -J.L-'l'lr_-u'iril'iT"n.'.

e~ :
. THKE (TEASY-G0GILL

Om the plane home, my thoughts retusmed w my initial
cdouhis abowt MO Gill, What kind of a person could he
really be? Somerimees, first impressions can be corredt, He
actually did remember all of those hometown friends
bk led sroundd him Tesa Ball an Terrl, Towa, e truly dic
enjoy reminiscing and sharing a part of his wealth with
the community that helped o give him roots. And he's
still a little mischievous, Yes, that twinkle in his eve and
marvelous grin are for real o, He was eventhing 1 had
initially believed, and more

Iy Gict, his amdle realby says it all.

When MUC Gill lefi Termril, Towa i the 300, be was just
ancaher voung man with a dream.

This year, the tangible result of bis dream, the
M. Gill Corporation celelvwated (is 458k aniei-
persary. Fhe company is now the argest mann-
Jacturer of its kind of comprosite materials in the
rorld, In addition to its commanding lead in
mrrkef share for the commercial aircraft in-
dustey, the company provides matervials for
scfence laboratores, b enforcement agencies,

airted @ moyrtad of industries in aeronautics and
defense industries. The M.C. Gill Corporation and
its Space-Flex and Royal Divisions are
leaders in their fleld,

The name M.C Gill isn'ta housebold word, but MC has
beecome s begend in his industry. He's endowed a chair in
composite materials at the University of Southern
Califormia’'s school of Enginegering; in 1988, he was
selected as that Unirersity's Engineering Alumnus of the
Yeear; he and his wife Ellen were awarded the prestigious
Western Plastics “Man of theYear" award byvhe Sociery of
Plastics Ingustries in 1983, the list of his accomplish-
ments and awards goes on apd on

i

Even | got to present MO with an award duwring noyv visi
Because of his lasting concern for his homseoan, and his
coruribunicns wthe coonomic futune of the anea, MO was
awarded an honorary doctorate in engineering fom the
Uinivessity of Okobop, afier the bike of the same rame.

Thie University is a fictional instioution of higher learming,
once beatured in the Wall Stvesd Jowrnal built upan the
spirit of community, respect for the Bind, and gooed old
American fun in the lowa Great Lakes Begion. Amyvone can
b sy alumnuos, “HBut we don’t solici camdidies. for
beosnorany doctorates,” said Dean ol Admissions Herman
Kichrer

o kmow; it's heartening o know that the Ametican
dream can sull happen, A Midwestern boy can grow up in
the country, wiwk hard o et an cducation, become
sipcresafinl and snill retain his homsetosvn roogs. Ang thar's
promising not onby for Gill's hometown of Terril, but for
the couentry &5 @ whole.

Afcd the Alitvor

Wibsrrd ST pisttend Bix boometomenr of Tevnl fowew, dw
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e arriversary of the W Gl Cosparadioe s 4550
e e Baavess,
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Self-confident people stand with toes
murned outward Timid, unsure people
stand with toes turned ineeard.

LA
Thie most widely used wiord In the waorkd
15 “okay)’ spelled in various ways.

L
Catalogs indicate models in dresses are
photographed smiling, but models in

|:iﬂ.g-|,'l"i|;' are ol

* W
Omne out of 20 Americans is arrested and
charged cach vear

* i

The average American cats 12 pounds of
potate chips and 3 pounds of broceoli.

A smile is one medivm of exchange that js
ilwayvs worth more than s face valoc

* * W
Three men sat on a park beneh, The one
ir the middle sat quietly bur the ather o
were poing through the motions of fish:
ing, They would cast, jerk the line genthy:
then wind imaginary recls. A policeman
witlked owver and said to the man in the
miiddille, “Are these tao loomies (rionds o
vours®™ “Yes sic” “Then get ‘em out of
here” “Right away, officer” said the man
as he began rowing vigorously:

W
Teacher: “What is the principle export of
the United States?”
Atudemit: “Money?”

* * W
While dressing for a party, the woman
pirowetied for her hushand amd asked, “1s
iy neckline too lowd™
"Either that” he replied, “or voa're mu in
it far 1:.|:||.:ul.;_hf'

A Korean woman is not peemitted to hald
the hand of a dyving man.

LA
Turtles cry to get the sand out of their eyes,
LI

In a poker game, owt of every 1 opening
hands, five will be busts, four each will
contain a pair, and one will beat a pair,

W W
Suntan lotion was first used in Egyp in
TR0 B * W W

About six percent of the LA populacion
never watch TV

* W W
The average brun of an elephant weighs
11 pouands:; a humsn's, three,

In the olbd days, the bero didn’s kiss the gird
until the last page. Nowadays, he does il

on the cover
* ik

A voung lady went o the Bank toapply for
A car loan and as the banker was preparing
the final papers for her signature, she said,
“¥ou have been so kind, how can | ever
repay youl” “Monthly” replied the banker,
“Monthhy:" * W *

Telling the boss wihar vou really think can
b called homesty and self-assertiveness,
also, instant wnemploymene.
w ok %

A husband had just stepped oot of the
shower when his wife walked into the
hathroom. “What do vou think the neigh-
bors would say if | mowed the vard
looking like this?™ Deadpanned, the wite
replied. "They would say | married you
o your maney:”

HES1



