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Hom elown Perspecz‘z’ve

THE PERSONAL SIDE OF M.C. GILL

BY LAURIE RAHN

INTRODUCTION: When M.C. visited bis bometown of Terril, lonva, in November
1989 be was imterviewed by Laurie Rabn, stafl writer for the Spirit Lake (Towa )
Beacon. After reading ber article in the Beacon be was quite taken with ber
uriting stile. it focused on the personal side of bis life, omitting for the most part,

his role cs a pioneery founder/entreprencur

an approach seldom taken. As a

resull, the decision was macde to invite Mrs. Rabn o Los Angeles for a few days to
collect background material for the following article on the anmiversary of the
M. Gill Corporation’s 45th year in business,

farrk pon, MO Gl
As the result of one phone call | enpoved six
exciting, insightful dayvs, It all began last Movember
when 1 received a reponing assignment by defle In
other wornds, it was a Sunday afternoon and no one else on
the staff was particularly cager to cover it When 1 lefi iy
Family in the middle of a sunny Tosa day, T admit o
wondering why Udvolunteered. But after tvo shor hours
im Terrl, I needed anchors w keep my feet on the ground.
Somie peopde are infectious. MUCL Gill i5 one of those.

A selfmde millicaaire from Los Angeles, Gill was
raised in Temil, lowa He was in his homctose thi
Movember (b e anend an open house for a new plastic
mudding company called Terril Plastic Mobders. 10 was

Gills donation o the city's development fund that had
helped fimance the new plant, During the aRemoon's
festivities, city afficials talked about the new company,
they gave eloguent speeches about the funre of their
toramy, and recopnized Gill's generosity by renaming the
city’s only park, Gill Park, in hooos of the Califomian’s
AT,

Most of my time thar afernoon was spemt in the
backpround, simply listening to Gill's conversations with
athers, [ndudally, this wasn't by chobkee, bur MO wss
comstaly sumounded by a throng of obd fends amd
ACCLAINEINCES.

A babysiter from MACs days as a child was on hand
reminding the bormer lowan of an incident involving a
kerosene spill. It seems MLC. had goten the fuel an his
trosusers. The babwsitter, concermesd that the liguid mighs
bum the Bboy's legs, began o chase Gill aroursd the
neighborhood. She was determined 1w crch her charge,
and he was equally determined that no woman was going
i take down his pants, Gill eluded her chase

They wad 5o many stories fo fell. And there was
nothing in M.Cs manner tha told anvone o hurry. Each
person was given his undivided attention, even rookie
reporters there by default

After most of the people had left the small community
building o rour the new plastics Bctory, T inroduced




mwsell and Gill invited me o walk along with him, We
talked aboant his roots in Terril, his vears as a stadent, the
formaticn of his company, his memores, .. During aur
conversation Gill had offered to send some af his
company's quanerdy publications, Tée M.C Gl Doorvery
and I'd pivers him one of my business cards, figuring it
wonild e misplaced somewhere between Teeril and Los
Angeldes, But, several weeks Ter a manilla envelope
arrived, containing an assonment of ssucs.

As [ st down in our Family room o scan the articles, |
remnember feeling my skepticism surface. 'd come o the
conclusion since our messting that M.C Gill simgby couled
o b the person he appeared w0 be. A man in his
position Bad w B oa master in paldic relations, and
perhaps even unscrupulous, to become as successful as
e Tad biecome.

MG proved wre ppromg. S0, 1 shouldn't Bave been
surpirised when his office called during the wildest part of
a March snovstorm. Did 1 rememlser BUC GAll, the diszane

wodee asked? OF course. Well, he cenainly remembers
you, the Marketing Services Manager said. Would 1 be
interested in writing an article on the company's 4%t
anniversary for the Doorae? It would mean spending a
fewr days in Los Angeles

The joumey to get o the bottom of this phenomenon
mamed MO Gill began in Lae April,

My adventure hegan an the Burbank airport, where [was
mieet by M.C Gill himsell Having done my homesaar, |
knew from an article by swndicated colummist Mel
Diurslag, that M.C. i8 not 3 man to spend money foolishby
af be concemed with social pressures from his peers.
Afier all, this 45 3 man sl brown-bagging his lunch
everyday, [nthe nest six days 1 discovered there are
certain things M.C. Gill likes, certain things he believesin,
arwl in those areas MG Cuts no comers.

Cars happen to be one of M.Cls loves, from his evenyday
Japuar to the Masenn and the Clieoen be keeps under
cover in his drivewsy,

Mot people around MC are astounded by his uncanny
ability v remembier momes and dates. Bue Gill's memory
kst an accident. He has kept diaries sinee bewas achild,
The caily entries aren't lengthy, but serve as reminders
vears later wehemn he rereads his writings. Each nighe after
composing a new cotry, he re-cxamines his writings for
the same day from 3 previoos five-vear perlod. When
college roommate Dick Bean foursd oot Gill had insialled
avsale in his horme, Besun ashed, Wt dooyou keep imevour
safer” thinking wife Ellen's jewelry andohe like. "Bt bL.C.
satlel he kept his diaries and Smm home movies be stred
taking in 1939 in the safe” Gill holds o ughtly to his
memerics and his still strong ties o the Michwest

mMerwyn Carlvle Gill was born dn Terell, T on July 30,
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190, the oy surviviog child of Carl and Mawde Gill and
even as i child, MG was, by all accounts, a go-getter.

The Gills epameed and operued the wwen's comer drug
st for many vears, Thie sowda foumain inside was the
townn's mast popiilar gathering place. The soda founitain
atirated the people, but once there it was the steam
ratcdizator an the front with g one inch thick boand on wop
whiers customers would sit and ean Mooos and listen w
thee Cubs or Whine Sox games on the radio, that keptthem
there, (A Moco consisted of a scoop of vamilla ice cream
with a stick inserted and dipped in chocolaee, It was
rairneed aifter o populie canoon clasacter of e day —an
Eskimes hesanyweighe gghier managed b Bartling McNat, a
Myvwezigche, A marischino cherry was insemed imevery 12th
omne and whoever got that ome receivisd the next one free,)

Vermon “Fip” Koon was ome of MAOS hest childiwod
fricnads, “Thaere were muaybse 420 people in s slen we
wsrg growsing up, and that's counting the dogs and cas!”
saic] Koo, “In a town that size the bovs woulsd dare griels
from oot of wem, People would ask us wihat was wrong
with the gicls in Terril. There wasn't amvihing wrong, iUs
just thar we were lke siblings. We were so close]” said
Koo,

Fip Roon, who had polio as a child, was cight when he
started school with the much smaller Mersan Gill. He
remembers his pal as “an individualist, a litle omerny”
Throwseh the vears, the pair managed o get into their
share of trouble, much of it anthe expense of the school
superintendent,

The superintendent wis a stout man, and Koon recalls
the sdministrator ofien found Bole with ¥MO0s anccs.
When it came to mischief, savs 2ip, 1 was sneaky about it.
ML saidd there was no poing in being sneaky. He did his
thing, then wok his lumps”

The mayar in o at the time was the barber, “Suds”
Hewitt, His daughrer, Eva, although sevenl years vounger
than M.C.. spent a lot of time with Gillan che sesda founain
lismening mw jaze from Chicago's Thanon and Aragon
ballrooms after the store closed

Eva saic] her father found it nevessany 1o rescue young
Calll ot lesest one oxccasion, “There was a Magpale in the
center of b and it was a big thing to drive asound it in
circles as fst as vou coubd. One day Mersam decided 1o
iy i sadd Eva. Koon remembers the same incident.
“He'd { MG ) gowve alll the way to the end of the street in a
Model T Foed coupe to get as much speed as he coubd
Suls must have seen whiat he was up o and went our and
just stowsd in che street with his arms oised, staring s
M.C said Koon, “Suffice to say, MO never did get o
circle the Magpole”

Heflecting upon their veurs groming up, Koon feels Cil
and Mawde Gill played a big pan in their son's solid
founcagion, “He got a predty good set of values from his
eremis. 11‘.".'“1.-' wiere solid cilizens Wi rvl_'.'b.]ﬂ,ﬂ,tl;'lj Lir
ehders, Mot Lhan thee parenes loved their children any more
then, but they instilled respect for other people. Roots are
important,” Koon explained

Ir keeeping wdth Bis reprafationr as an imdivicoalise,
Merwyn Gill brought a linle extra- ordinary excitement
into his homctown one day many vears ago. A teenager i
the time, Gill stll remembers the day “Satan]” his pe
monkey, arrived in a wooden crave on the back ofthe dray:
“Tedo' chink be ever liked me)" says MLC Bot like itor not,
the due were quite a pair { Editor's note: With very linle
encoarrgmenent, MO wAqllwalk for hours about dhat * 228




monkey. ) Eva (Hewitt) Bramen lived just three houses
down the street from the Gill houschold, and siys
"Merayn alwiys seemved 1o be chasing the mwmkey
arourd and trving 1o get it oue of a tree”

Later, as M.C hegan anending classes m Estherville e
Collepe in Estherville, Towa, Satan woukl make the 13
mile trdn rip along with his master, Gill canried the
ke om hoard in o beather sacheland, by luck, usually
missed detection by the conducton, “He'd stick his fingers
ot through thes wop of the satchel and T'd have w keep
pushing them beack dng” sivs Gill, "I I boen caogda, 1'd
Ferwse to pety an extr B!’

The country was engulled in a depression, and voung
preople found it very difficult to go o college in the 30°s
and M.C. found himself anending a semwester i a vime,
then pausing 1o work at the family drug store and in tha
way stringing a four year degree over ten. MC eventually
cransferred o the University of Minnesot, continuaing his
studies in enginecring. Three yoars ken be made the
mewve 10 Los Angeles, and with the move came what has
proven to be a lasting relationship weith his alma maeer,
the University of Southern Califomia,

The small toawn lowan mowed oo 3 house on 36th
Sureet, @ street which nom is called Childs W and is part
of the USC campus itself. He lived there with a group of
voung men, siudents with different interests and diverse
backgrounds. Dhick Bean was one of M.Cs roommsites and
remaing i close e oy

Bean recalls moving into the mwo-story house, Thae
secongd story [the “pemhouse”] consisted of one room

and M.C occupied it He plaved phonograph seconds
thare with the: girls from next door

ML GIll's Dife change] completely when Ellen Wildy
and her vein sister, Evie, moved into an apamment et
door, and on their first evening in residence, leaned o
thesir second story window and whistled at the gang in
M.C’s room. “Afer that you'd never see him and Ellen
apart.” said Bean,

He cited one example, "Gill loved going o LSC
haskethall gamas, but they werent necessariby Ellen’s
Fvorine activity, she'd Bl asleep during every game. Amd
she knew she would, but she went every time?”

One of Bean's Bvorite stories revolves around a lonely
Christmas holiday. Evervone in the house, as well s the
girls e dioor, hagd gone home foe the holidios, The anly
rwn Ieft behind were Bean, who said he didnt have
arywhere to po, and MC, sho couldn't afford o go
amywhere, Bat Gill decikded that they were at least going to
Foive a house that looked like Christrs, The pair Garvied
home a tree by hand, stood it in a brass spitoon they'd
appropeimed from a passenger wsdn, and proceeded 1o
decorate the evergreen. But they weren't finished yet,
M. deciding thar he wanted a Christmeas wreeath oo, The

rocmmies found themselves poing down the strect to
their landbond's service station and hauling back an old
tire. They cut "Merry Xnas™ out of green toilet paper,
attached the letters wo the tire, put a light up through the
boctom and somehos: managed w hang it in a window for
the world to see. The story wpifies M.C. Gill having the
viskon oo know whar he wants wo do amd. against all odds,
besing whle to do it It is an integral parn of his success
Tk,

Pz Bogmartvnent perspwctive il conclisle in
fler Farll Gssuee of e Doorivay




e Year
Look Back

Y PALIL W, DhoCeCHOD
MANAGER, MARKETIMNG SERVICES

In our 40th Anniversary issue, MC. set out a number of
goals he expected the company to achicve by September
150, Ar the timee, they looked more like a mther formidable
wish list than a et of realistic anainable achievements. To
paraphrse a quote in Fart 2 of our cover story, “He has the
knack o challenge you i work harder than anyvone else
anid not e i He does . and wee did. And most of the
goals, including all the significant ones, have booome
rostlithes.

Expaandied Facilities fo 175000 =g, [

Back in 1985, M.C. predicted chat doweoubd be agood hetwe
wonild erect Budlding & with about 40,000 square bect. On
My 4th of this vearwe broke ground for that Facility, When
completed, it will have 37,000 sq. f. under roof and will be
devoted o raw materials storage and finished  poods
procluction. Building 6 brings our wofal square footage
under roof we more than 175,000, a rather significant
incresse over the 25,000 in Budlding 1 when M.C. mowved to
Easy Street.

In a similar vein, although no one predicted it, on June 8,
1982, our Koyal Plastic Division in Minden, Mebraska, broke:
ground for a 24,000 square foot plant, more than halFaggain
the size of their existing Eaciliy, The decision o constract a
rvew plant hadd been made sometirme hefore bat the timing
wis mecessitated by Roval's receiving a six-fgure contract
from Kelly AFB in San Antonio, Texas—a that tme the
Eirgest i Rowal’s histoey, bu since excecdod.

Crrealber Efficiency for Space-Flex Division
As predicted in 1985, our Space Flex Division moved into
the El Monte faGlities in December of kst vear and will
ocrupy part of Builkding 6 when it is completed. The move,

4 TH Anniversary
Ferspective

long anticipated, effects many economices of scale includ-
ing production, quality control, shipping, mw materials
purchasing and warchousing, therchy allowing us to seme
our customers in a vastly improved and more efficient
FTTANIET.

Three-Fold Sales Increase

Dhollar sales valume hs almoss irinded in the st five vears!
Much of the increase can be atributed to gains in sales to
alrframe manufacturers such as Boelng, MoDonnell
Douglas, Embracr and British Acrospace. The company has
realized better than a four-fobd increase in sales 1o foreign
customers, and has almost doubled sales to our domestic
custoaners, MO, did miss one prodiction, He set a goal of
“possibly tripling the presemt dodlar volume in the sand-
widh panel business” We exoeedaed that by am addiional 30
peTCent.

Significant "Burn-Through™ Progress
Simoe 1985 an increasing amount of emphasis on products
with burn-through resistance, Lo smoke and oxic emis-
sion characteristics has been generated by every segment
of the aircraft industry: The FAA, aicframe manofaciurers and
airlimes and component suppliers such as MO Gill Com
are ciriven 1o develop new products 1o improve existing
ones that incorporate these characteristics in their con
struction, For example, since the testing procedure and the
ensuing results for bumn-through qualification (a Federal
Airworthiness Regulation) suppliers, manufcturers and
airling operators have striven not only o comply, but to
excesd the rigid standards imposcd by the FAA. The MG
Crll Ciorpy. i5 haoth pleased and proud thar ic has developed
or improved edgid cargo liners that pass this test! We
challenge any of our competitors to match that number
Thas, another of M.Cs 19940 poals has been mict arbettered.



More Research & Cuality Corntred

The successiul achievement of the preceding poal required
s o mveet ancther of M.C'5 objectives because it couldn®
have lappened with the avilible pesonned in Beseanch,
Development and Chality Assurance five vears ago. There
simply weren't enough people 1o get the job done, 50 we
did what he asked —we doubded the saff in those wo
critical areas, going from 14 0 287 Although the numbers
and percentage increse may be impressive, mere numbers
of bodies, in andd of themselves, don’t mean a thing,
However, we believe that, given our accomplishmeris, the
personnel we've added in the last five vears ise amaomg the
most capable and experienced technicians, chemists,
inspeciors and engineers in the advanced comiposines
industny today.

lipmrraded Egquifenent

In 1983, M.C. said we'd upgrade and increase capability and
capacity of the equipmient we huad ai that time. 185 2 firbet
that even he didn't realize the extent towhich we would do
&0, In the fve vears since then, we have made major
upnzrches on four of our birgest presses, from increasing the
capacities of some by as much as six times to installing
computer instrumentation control pancls on others
Perhaps even more impressive is the new equipment weve
added o the plnsical plant, Much of it is related to our
argmic  oneyoomb produection capacity, including an
expander, printer, press, oven and horieontal band sow: The
other acklitions are 100 numerous o mention here bt
necdless 10 sy, our capacity and capabilities have ex
panded woan extent undreamed of just five short years apo.

We're proud of our accomplishments and 2t would be
mice 1o resl on o laurels, bt alook at MCs goals for the
mext five years indicates that he's not . and s a sure bet
the rest of us won't either!

he Next
FiveYears

BY M.C. GILL
CHAIRMAMN OF THE BOARD

Any prediction of the future presupposes a broad general
plan, some ofwhich may or may not come o pass. Despite
the fact that during the next five years my activity and
influence will be diminished, 1 have every confidence tha
the Company will continue o Qourish under the capable
puidance of my sons, Stephen and Phillip, and the rest of
the management team.

® || feel to remain competitive and maintain our ranking,
more vertical inteeration will be necessairy. The shones
romate b this goal would be W acguire smaller companies
wh are already expent in functions we will require

® Soame part and perhaps a great deal of the operation will
b mowved ot of Southem Califomia becase of increasing
ervironmental constraints on manufscturing, T'd vemure
that by 1995 we will be on the threshodd of consolidating
mosl operations nto one g building, 0 oan area
compatible with manuBcuring composites

® Oyr Besearch and Development depatment should
doubde in size. As a result, ot least one of WO proprietary
Babricated pams will be introdwced and achieve, s worst, a
moxlest degree of success. Alse, new polyester-like resins
will e l,ll_ﬂ.":'ll:pl:'l,! which will i|.|1[:|1'|:|:h|,i"| ]'nl'lnl,'l'||:||||:'.~: ir tht
amicike emisdong wall be .'b:iEp"llﬁn::ll'M}' rechiced. Amwd o
phenclic resing will be modified o achieve improved
punciure resistance and exse of processing.

® Dy processes will be impeoved markedly w bower costs
and 1o improsee undiormiary of culing

® The contoured progducts part of our business wall grow
a an even Bster rate than our flat stock products.

® | see greater maturicy and continuity in our operations
long runs will be more common and shom nun, Bst delivery
items could well be manufictured w a specialized, vet
smaller Eicilivy.

® We should see the professoral chair in composite

materials, sponsored by our corposation, filled and under
fill speamn by 1995 a1 the University of Southem California

® The company will remain family-owned and @ leas
dhoalle s sales volume I'r!,-' 1995- this should ]u,"r.']"l it the
lesiclier win s Fesled. .'ill:_"[:||'||:_'|:'i ;||_'||;_| I:'|'|:i||IE1 Cai 1l i1l '|'r|:_'-|_'.lrt':.-:il1gil
much Larger portion of the responsibilities.

I owill b a challenge 1w keep pace with the growth of
COmposites in comimercial aviation, We shall wry real hard?
And, we expect 1o succeed!



FUNNY SIDE

o will have 54 fiull fare for thar chikd
lwte™ sawl the bus dover. “He is over 12
“Homy cien he be over 12, when | ave only
heen murnied 10 years, she ashed. “Lady, |
just collec fares, not conbesskions,” replicd
the driver. k * &

Sign in the windos of 2 shoe repair shop:
Wi bring back depaned soles”

* * W
Sign in the window of 3 clock repair shop
I vour :._l|r;m|_||';|l||1:r ees ||i|'i|1;._l Al
._||_|i|,|-1.li'.'|g, wie ke hogse calls”

* * ¥
Sign ina jewelry store window: “Dimonds

plain and fiancdée”

* * W
Geratfiti on a building wall: “Legalize mental
telepathy,” and just beloer it: T knvew von
WeTe SN b sy that”

* W W
Keeping up with the Jones” is not neasly as
-:_|;||'|5._l|-._'r-: WS 18 TIVINNE 1oy [xass theam o a hill

* W W
Experience is A hard wecher She gives vou
the test fist and the lesson aver

* W W
Ty farmers were forever tving to cando
esrchy other Ooe momings, the: first one ohd
hiis somn, “Croroner o thee Jobmsoms place and
b Tis orossout s Tell bimn 1wt oo
cul upt pumpkind Returning empay fanded.
the boy said, "Me Johnson sadd he can bet
vt have the saw umtil this atternoon. He's
cinly hall weay throweh a potato’”

PEANUT TRIVIA

[ commemoration of the 100th anniversary
of the invention of peanut butter, the follow-
img amzing Bcts are submitted. We hope
they don't give vou arachibutyrophobia,
Arachiburyrophobia is the fear of peanut
hutter sticking w the roof of your mouth
* & &

The peeanut originaed in Souwth Amesica
abour 3 500 vears aga Iwas incrodoced ing
Africa in the 18th century where it was
adopted as a staple crop and called

SR * k&

George Washington Carver developed
more: than 300 products from  the peanaut,
imclusdinegg cosmetics, mwedicine, ink, wall
hoand and glue. He also invented peaniu

heirtle
) * *

Peanur butter is the number one sandwich
spresd in the LS

* W W
Americans et enough peanot butter each
ver A EwY |r'|||_-||g'l L'h' LOIVeT Ih-e: orilife floce of
the G ﬂ,l:l'l:;'v:rr".

* & %
A fried peanyur bumer and banana sandwich
wils Elvis Presley's Bavorie snack

* A K
Thomas Jefferson grew peanuts on his fam

ar Monticello
A L L - * *

Firallv, thee peanut is notanot but a legueme,
the same: family of vegetables as peas.

NEWS FLASH!

The M.C. Gill Corp. now has available the new cargo liner repair
pateh kit It 1sa qualified to FAR 25.855 (a-1), Appendix F, Part I1T,
Amendment 25-80. It has been approved for use in both Boeing,
McDonnell Douglas and all other commercial aireraft. The kKits
can be ordered either with or without rivets.




