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M.C GILLS 50*
GETS WIDE RECOGNITION

In adiditicn o the many cards and other remembrances congratulating
our 50 vears in business, the plaques and leiers shown below were

prosented af the anniversary party, We sincercly thank those whi ook
the tife o acknowledge owr accomplishment

WOOLF ADVERTISIMG

A

ELM¥ONTE Cal G

{angy a bl PN




100

A renowned
Sports-writer
writes about

his friend and
company founder
M.C. GILL

a vear the debut in the majors of
Mickey Manile and Willic Mavs wouabd

b owershpdowed by an event of maore

carthlv concem

Iown on his luck. a plastics purveyor named MG, Gall,
whose products are unaccountably ignored by a
thankless workd, commes up with anidea that swioudd

revodlutioniae neighborhood baschall im America

The game is called Balsa-Corkball, feamaring a ball of
plastic-comted cork and a hat of standard size, but mads
of balsa and weighing but eight o twebve ounces,  The
bat was omgimally dubbed the © Featherweight Slogoeer
bt siifsi 81 nily, remamesd the “Balsa Basmbser™ after a
certain Lowisville, KY firm engaged in the manufaciare

of bars abjected to use of the word “Slugger,”

With these mplemenis, the game would reguire no
protective gear, and, smashed against a panc of glass,

thee ball would rebound, leaving the seinodow ineact

ML, is outlining this womder invemoion fo an eager
listener, namely, your cornespaondent, then writing for
the Los Angeles Examiner

“I just paid for tevo windows fllimg victim to batting
prectice in the vard,” 1 oell Mo

Your proubles are over.” he assures me. 1 am sencling

voou a Balsa-Corkball se

Wed Dnieslay, renioed syrclicafed
sfwerls Cofidnnnest for fhe Los Angeies
Mersilel-Feenninier cigd Los Argedes
Tivrars, erried Manig-tiinie i e e
af WL (el Baas groctonsly
corseeeleal Fee shinre soone of bis
aerercardes off WL, aaral Bl

coenfcnny.,  Wel boel o secrel fo
redweed Tee WO = miaiiler ooy
Prercle fo Rt TSt eonconanier anviry

wrn fanr decades age

In toshay s picty, one working for a newspper
coabdni accepd such largiess SN e i allooweesdd unler
tosilany s rules is to write about sex ongies, monder, amd

dineg encouniers

Bunt disparching an amful feamre aricle on Balsa-
Corkball, 1 sit back to waich the press work its marvels
as 2 sales wonl, and in soon follows that balsa-corkball
CIVErs dmicy rest

Whan a break for its inventor. Reoerning his cncngics oo
the plastic corpaoration bearing his name, Mo Gill
wintilldl budld a monument 1o hinsell and his progeny
e company ks now cnjoving a half-century of life. It is
the oldest amd bargest Gumily osened manufaciurer of
higzh perlormance SIfux tuiFal lanimdites and sandwach
panels in the world, showing a sales volume of $30

millicn a year or more.

‘In the realm of industrial gianis,” savs Gill, “this iso'i
much. Bt we feel it is hig for the \.|'-|_'|_'i.|.| ok in

whiech we maove

Filty vears isn't a longevity record in Amenican business,
bui it isn't a flyspeck. cither. How has Gill been able o
pull thee string thar bong?

| woounldn ' want to call it genios,” he savs, "Bl |
wolldd be giving mvsell the worse of it if | called it luck

Al some tme or another, evervone has luck, The kea is



to be ready when it comes. | have made a bog of
mistakes in business, but | never kost confidence in
mysell, §always felt that, given a halfdecens chance, |
could make the play. Happily, we are not hamging on
Feeree. We are g.'uniny: sOmetines in s[Marts P

M_C. is still making the play today—an the frisky ape of
H% He serves as boand chainman.

AL dose=an 't baelievie in owdside shcireholbders., Thee
company is owned wholly by the Family Gill, ic., M.C

anid his three chikdren

Fioor MLC, dn all began in Terril, lowa, a hamler reposing
in the northwest part of the state, wheere his father, Carl
E. Gill, operated the wwn's only phammacy, fully
couipped with soda fountain

e 4I|’H_'nl.|4.'|_| it, wihat's mare, lor 57 vears, sclling oat in
15/5EF fowr thee pprandd sum of 53508 He hod fdden o oo cthe
top in 1926, and, by 1959, had ridden it 1o the bottom.

“I'e only argument | ever recall having with my
father,” savs MOC., “was at the age of 19 1 told him
he wasn't charging cnough for some of his products an
the drug store.”

Thee eelcler Gl listened respectfully, explaining only thar
e was charging a lair price. albeent loweer than wihat hic
could get in a monopoly situatkon.

He was, as vou can see, 3 unigue merchant He also was
fascinated by the entreprenearial enterprise of a son—
an omby child—who operated a multitede of basinesses
that included a pool reom in the basement of the Gill
hosme. During the summer, at a nearby lake. he ook
arders for fish from vacationing cottagers—and then
went out and canght the fish

In this manner, e never was stock saith inventory,
eliminating the worst of marketing fears. AL Limes,
thaough, the sun kong had set before the fish cooperated

cinough for M.C. w fll his orders

Then, in a cerehral explosion one day, a youngg M.C.
decided w buy a white face fngiail monkey, fecling an

cutertainment marker existed for such a performer.

I ML Found the monkey entertaining, the rest of Terril
didnt. MC. didn't monkey aroumnd. e got nid of th
micnkey. reaching a conclusion from which be never
waversd. Livestock was a bad investmeni.  Anyithing
that eats is a had investmeni

For that matier, he docsn 1 invest in real csiate.
grain fulurcs, or procious metals, cither. And does
he borrow moaey *

“ust omce,” e recalls. “In 1954, 1 went to the bank o
horrow S200HE. From the interrogation | god, [ was mode
tow feeld nast liker a guy bormoscing money from thae bank

but sticking it up I haven ™t bsarrorsgid PRI L,

Howy, then, has the MC Gill Corporation survived
a halfcentury in an industry in which competitors have
corme and vanished like passing ships?

“We try hard not 1o take ourselves seriously,” savs MQ
Past we mn a serows company. By thar | mean, we



mevier Challenge customers o seck an altermative
supplice. We know il isn't hard wo find one

"W try hard to please the customicr. Wie ane customer
oriente]. We are punctual. We are willing 1o tackhe
tough problems. We are committed to lurning oul a
gosiodd prosduct, wo be sold an o praobin,
might describe us best s,
it happsn

Sk you mecan viou doa’t embrace thee Ohymipdan spiri
than all that coumnts is taking pura?”

A philosaphy that
oo try hard cnough o make:

MLCL smides thinly
my lide.”

“Momey has never been vital o

b answers. “Hut, in the eves of the business
worhl, the carbonation comws from profit. 1t is the
strange gaunec by which success is measuned — ot
suceess as a haman, bal soeccess as an I TePremneur. ;

Employvees of the company ascribe a magor pan of js
sticcess to the stable nature of ihelr beader. Gilll §s a
creature of guict routine, apologetic today because, ai
H3, his work woeck womprises bud 44 hours,

“since | had back surgery in 1993,° he savs, “1 have cm
dlovswny oy 440 Tresmn S0, But 1 am '|1|:||1|||pj.|; tir go back to mny
ol sehwedule. ™

While countless chamgges have been made over the years
in his products and in management technigues, 5.C. s
an individlual who otherwise resists change.
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He: hax dhome: bassiness with the same bank since 1940,
He has wsed the same gasoline company since 19549,

He: has lived im thee same house since 19604 Anad he
uscd the same barbser from P90 uniil 1992 when, inan
acl o treschery, the Parber retired

A graduare of the Universioy of Southemn Califomia,
where he majored in choemical engincerng, MO
attended LS fomball game=s regularly sinee 1940
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He: has driven the ssame cars mare than two decades, (n
altermate days, he dives toowork a 1972 S Citroen and a
1974 Maserati Khamsin, both, by now, collectors’ incms.

“I have never found a reason to change just for the sake
of changeingg,” he says. “IF 1 found the need for a 199495
car, 1 woubd hl.l_'!.' one, just as | would 'hlqr a yacht, a
plane andd a home in the south of France. 1 don’t buy
thimges toy make social statements.”

In the smallish, but award winning home he occupies
in Pasadena, he employs ne livedin help, just weekly
workers who come and go. And, each day, he packs a
lunch to work ina brown bag, noting prowdly it’s a
desigener muodel of sturdy Cinvis,

It was reported of H.L. Hunt, the late oil baron, that he
packed his lunch and drove an old Phymowth to his
offfice dm Dallas. He would circle the block several
tumes, searching for a free parking space rather than
viehd to the lots

And, of course, it is an established faor thar Howard
Hughes wore rumpled clothes amd deove 3 beaten-up
Chevy, comfortable in the obscuriny it afforded him.
Bur Gill doesn’t see himself as an ecoentric; merely
o pursuing his life in a manner be feels makes

the most sense and in a fashion consistent with his
mid-America uphringing,.

Chie might say, conservatively, he lives far below his
means, o which, acoally, he gives lictke thoughn

(1S p:rl_'l'rr.'-. iy sec himsell 45 3 paoncer and COircPIcneir.
nimbde in his calling of making products and scling them
tos custommers whose confidence he secks and sustains.

Mot long agao. the compamy consummated @ $40 million
contract (over three years) of Momex® honevoomb to
Bocing, one of its langest customers. It was the biggest
singhe deal of his business span, dating back to 1945
wheen e stanted his first operation in a rented garage,
“Bamt | didn't begin at the bottom,™ he savs. "It was a
pwocar ganige built in 1917 1o howse two Model T
Foruls with an additional 2-car slab for cxpansion.”

Enown on margquecs at the time as Peerless Plastic
Products, Inc., Gill's firm began with a capitalization of
ST.000, plus an adaditional $ 10000 advanced by variouws
investars not abde to resist a good thing,

In na time ar all, the work force a1 Peerless inflawed oo
six, only 1o revrench w one- Gill-when customers made
the discovery, incredibly, they could live without the
products Peerless dispensed

Thinges ol =0 critical thar M.C. wiis forced o tike a job on
the side an Acrojet, rewanding him saith 5000 a month.

But. with good humaor, he plugged away, remembsering
he had survived a ringtail monkey in Terrl, and, befor:
leng. he had captwred enoaugh business to shift his
aperation from his garge toa quonset hat, offering him
the: luxury of 2,000 sguare feet under rool,

It was then thar the magic name of Peerless Plastic
Produces. Inc. vanished from the scene, leaving a
corporate void hard o Gl

An in its place came MOC Gill Corporation, which
weonild bag from Douglas Adrenut a S640 000 order,
restoring, at least temporarily, the company’s pulse.

For that matter, it restored M.C.s too

14



Laver pursudng a 5 2500000 arder from Douglas, which
needed fberglass reinforced plastic shects for B3 1004
carge planes 0 was budlkding for the Mawy, Gill foand
himsell bucking a wugh competitoe, dding for the
SN CONTRICT,

When Douglas deciced to \.plir the crdber beiween the
twer, Lhie millcd competitor impaosed on the aincrafi
fim a5 percent price hike

indd, mindding his own business, .0 soon found himscll
with the whole contret. The competitor learmed, as

Cuill alweays leciured, that challenging a customer o fingd
another supplicr can be very dangerous,
ML Gl Corpaoration never looked Dack, 1 directed its
prcfins fircdn Daouglis to new equipment, and eventually
it wiotihd doowell cnough o move, in D564, 1o thie (it
inh pisrtln D Modste i o accupics on a thoroaghfare

walled —il vour can belicve this— Fasy Strect

Beginning modestly in a 400 square oot gamge, the Gill
aperatbon would expand gradually toits present sisee of
ITO0) sepuare feet, With thee Nebraska installation,
Gl weosrkdigg foostage todlay totals 200715 souare feet

a stdsuc nob as surpeisiong o MG as his age,

A gy B3 shawkdn't re':|||1_. b aresned,” b meses. “Buoi il
i% Iored foer e do beliove oo thad ald, 1 ke go feel | have
all my marbsles and 1 am bearened by the Gt thar oy
father lived we 91 1 /2—amd hds mcaher Bseed el 9920

Fasticliously, since 1928, M.C. has kept a diary,
W kil ool oteral s vou enter?” be s asked

Madnly things touching my life and it of ehers in

this sociery.” he answers. “When | sake up each
mioring. | write naotes on things pertinent o what

happeened the day before.”

Couvs B8 aren't supposed o remember things from he

day before,” he is reminded

“Thankfully, that isn't myv case.” he replics, “proof of
which is the things appearing in thar diary really
happened. | make nogations on current events, |
otline my apinions and | jot doewn my plans. 1 began
doving a diary in high school amd | goess 'm lucky 'm

still here to keep it going

Which, ol course, suggests the observation of Geeorg

Barrmis, honored recently ot a coantry clubs banguer

' happy 1o be bere tonight,” said Geeorge, = A 95,

Ui iy tor b ainyw here,

Caill has never poined a country club for reasons vinll
-:||.|'i|.'L'I:. wiill findl loggiccal

I ddont play woll,” e savs, “and §don's play cands, 1
| allic, @ powind of godl seould ke four bowrs ol gin
oy alterwiirds two howrs more. That's @ timae
oy [ ean't incdulge. T have oo much respect for

the competition.”

Theere is no proof, besides, that cnieraining a clicon a

gorlf solidifies relavonships,  Frustmions developring




during the game, in fct, can led to animosity,
Clulsthrowing and ¢ Lssimg

A dho you know how many goll companions have
becn pushed ino the lake?  Amd Bow oy dems have
been kicked in the sides of their cars?

Many of the bavers we deal with are cngincers,  savs
Gl “They aren't the Kind of people wlio appreciate

the hale and hearty and backslappang approach. Thesy
woant 10 know what Kind of proslucts yoas tuem o, he

prompily vou deliver them and sohetlicr vou umsderstand

their proflems

“The cvele begins with the airlines selling enough seals
tor create A demerndd Ffor planes. And we respond o the
plane buikders by helping them supply the demancd
Thewy are under pressune and they count on us for

assistance that is reliable ™

How docs ane survive SO years of imcestrial battle?

It's like walking through a mine ficld,” saovs MO “One

filse =i cp amdl it can blow vieu apart. Hut [ have fowmd
thie frst gueality you must have is a spomact for
rejcciiom. Mo one s going o SUC up b the plate and
ban 1,000, When you are tumed dosmn, vou kecp
conring back. My Rvorite guestation is atbribted o
Dhisracli, who once said, “You can judge the caliber of o
man by how much it tikes w0 discourage him.”

“The next thing vou had better have is the abiliry 10
laugh at youwrself. 15 you can’t do that, your life in
husinass is golng e get prety frostrating.”

“| have also foand i sales that vou can't make it undess
WLl pick the right customers. I s ing Ll el upson voul
o jusdpe the |.,'|||'|1I1.||'|i{"\ Nl 'b.l.lpph andl decick: which
o are going o kst and which ones aren’t. The besi
customer is the one who stayvs around as long as vou dao,

M. also pecommiends a sman and patient wile

“If wou have a levelheaded mate,” he savs, “she will
sepve the vital function of remdnding voa of vour
mortality, preventing cercheal inflation.  Amd lastly, you
prest have vislon, withoat wehich vou will wander

srnlessly aiw] none of the I'l!ln'Hl:lill.j.'_ achvice willl matier.

Thee rse and the staying poseer of MO Gl Corpaoratiog
is, understandably, o matter of pride to the Chairman,
wihio dovesint see libmself as an indusorial mammeaoth, o

% O OTE L 1o his Muse to credns

What he has created s a sucoess in the procine in
wihich he operies, and. observing im, one tends 1o
ask whwther he cowld pull i off for another 54O years

It would be fun te ery,” he answers. “But i 1 could, |
votild promise vou the money woukdn't matier, My

excitement in this thing has bBeen the hoang

You vemd o beliove this, bug vou still remind him of the
amcicnt peophet who told the weorld thar wiile it is no
shamie 1o be poor it is net an honor, either

Todkay, oan the occasion of the MO Gill Corporation’s Stk
anmiversary, wo focl obligated tooreveal to MLC, the final
disposition of the balsa-corkball =t he sent us in 1951

During a ot game in the street, the ball rolled down o
stonm drain, and, trving o retrieve it with the bat, the
litthe Bl plaver in our house lost thar, too,

The e of halsa-corkball has ended. 1t is a tribane
i thie *.|1-iri| of M. and his hi-..l|.-.|.".l|.‘.l|'|;':' thear beath
of us survived it

]



NEWS FLASH

Cdlliloer 4417

Cailllilassr a4

THee Fodlioa il are e eS|

insufimce ol

accidenils
e R :-\.II""" (N1
colliched winh i@ Eroe
e other car collided wi
i ol s inacnie

y pedestrian hit me

1 ot likie the ke
ST EIRLIRD ol the

i ko

T i
i
T A7 rie el

-

o T ol dVLAT AL I

repuir cstimakes

s Clisruraes ey

% man loandcsd
comipliins it e WS T
wrohr=e, Nk T AHR Al T E

fooks ke
Ll
sever gy o T fnoss 2

warbcly may be

v nhed

Flme s a greatl healer

i -
If g is U oo

ool o doarieTe

iy Al

3, wmall
a1 g

ni= mes AT

s ©hadis L the ¢

hanllers descmb

= ¢laam

& W

y friend 5540

the spmce

s oo o

o Eheir pan

i Ll
heive

(R HIEL]
1 1 daler

#
% hic & L s s R
= jost leaves i

WHD fosr pilastic surpcr He
pried, et =

VT T e
at This friemid

ven know wl

i i W
i e I
v dwial (nl PencsiiE

yvian Wl

Wl W

i1l Muie

siiAnces il

& W
15 I "I
(BT 11 |l|.|-||-\. e ry 15 JUILE

o

|
b ol and boods, and asked
¢ anal hielp Dad put th

¢ [HE e
r. 1 know all

’ 1 Soumex hiones

1 Bocing's BMS 4-240, 4404

Culllflsor 5424, T

1 ror BAMS 4-27

Tie

il ¢

atomlt .

%oy
A mifles

Weark LaF iy i

L

155 g

Ll w | =
AL U IMperef ¢ 1 L
L i |'|||'| WIE jan LS T

IR ]
3/ L
e Turmers | his
Al bl
WENEE b ofhe W
4 5
Two-anch: gl lmes bspeer e
-

M| Park

L Garnpd Ty teagg

L

he cost af dge
developdne gad
Tear I-'|-|'I'|'|I|""I
M

Wl S0 glgns

IFCFL B
ErFwIng the soq § LT |
BT e Res by gl

LAHL e lifg

: = Prois
IENE T opag Was B2 PO i
Bl RH B

L
In 1904

there w -
-3 BT W gy Wi s oy
'-|'l.-\.||q..l|.';-_;:u|'._-\.l I

Califorma's Aric ik

A L asy gy Ik
Fastiyg)
o
l. Bddgar 1y HIVET, Waly
livhiny Gilenn

i .
sl =Y, [wight Eisisrilaom ol
UGN Vingemn; o W

H. B Flmraag Wi

. ale Celll gl
alp FEe s
L o
Lesmmum e i AR 1 g
g

Pl g

Lo | ! ¥ i

| .I-.-|-|.|.|'||||u||||| ir Mair olail
H‘rlll,”“_\l I iy -||'|II

Wi

A PirEvinG

Py ang TRANEF Gy I 5O g
Ll

Miw [l
i Lian Ve |I||'|'.-'.|--|'|.||'|
ThE
W
New Fealang R i spaey
- W w

II-"-."II.IlI-- I e el SRR

L

Mireag
foean spuke |5 |.||-j_'.|.|,_'; %

L
Fhere e 2

MNP Feairtic e
PRTCipants iy the Muge | hili

w-lif VI
IE B vy Californis in joos




